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Minutes of the VILLAGE BOARD MEETING of the Board of Trustees of the 

Village/Town of Mt. Kisco held on Monday, January 8, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. in the Frank J. 

DiMicco Board Room, Village Hall, 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York. 

 

  Present:  Mayor Gina Picinich 

     Deputy Mayor Jean Farber 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese 

     Trustee Peter Grunthal 

 

 

 Also Present:  Edward Brancati, Village Manager 

     Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

 

  Absent:  Trustee Karen Schleimer 

 

6:30 pm Informal Interviews 

 Prior to the start of the Village Board meeting Mayor Picinich and the Board of 

Trustees conducted informal interviews for Board, Committee, and Commission vacancies 

with Edward Witz – Finance Committee and Nancy Coyne – Zoning Board of Appeals. 

 

Mayor Picinich opened the Village Board Meeting and asked everyone to rise for the 

pledge of allegiance.  She asked everyone to please remain standing for a moment and 

asked that everyone that comes to this table does so with open hearts and open minds to 

serve the will of the people of Mount Kisco.  She also mentioned that since the Village Board 

last met our community lost a child.  Our hearts go out to the Kornreich Family that they 

may have the loving support that they need to make their way through this very difficult 

time.   

 

Administer Oaths of Office for Newly Elected Library Trustees 

 Mayor Picinich administered the Oaths of Office to newly elected Library Trustees 

William O’Reilly and Melissa Leyva. 

 

Public Hearing – Proposed Local Law re: Natural Resources Inventory. 

Mayor Picinich noted that the Board was in receipt of the proper affidavits of service 

and the proper affidavits of public notice regarding this public hearing to discuss a proposed 

local law regarding our Natural Resources Inventory (NRI).  Mayor Picinich stated that this 

proposed local law was very exciting for our community because this is another step 

forward for us to protect our environment and the beauty of our community.  The Natural 

Resources Inventory is a catalog of all of the resources within our community and it’s very 

important for us to ensure that we maintain all of our resources from over development.  So 

the thought is that we are going to ask the Planning Board to be using this as a guide and 

source document going forward for all large scale projects.  So for those projects that 

require an Environmental Impact Statement, which is a statement that is currently required, 

they will use this document as a base line.  The thought is that this will help to improve the 

process because we will be providing them with the information that they need to 

expeditiously get through the process and know what’s important to us and what we value 

as a community.  

Mayor Picinich opened the public hearing for comments on this proposed local law. 

 Mr. Jim Nordgren, NRI Consultant, stated that it was his pleasure to help out on the 

Village’s NRI document, along with a great group of knowledgeable volunteers.   So why do 

a Natural Resource Inventory?  Because it is allowed by New York State General Municipal 

Law authorizing Conservation Advisory Council’s (CAC) to complete NRI’s and make 

recommendations regarding the economically suitable utilization of the natural resources.  

In addition to the NRI being a planning guide for the Planning Board and for businesses, 

citizens, developers, and officials, it is also a helpful nature guide for citizens.  The methods 

were rigorous, the committee spent most of 2016 on this effort.  We had more than twenty 

(20) public hikes, thanks to Harry McCartney and his team.  We did field surveys with the 

Mount Kisco Conservation Advisory Council, Steve Ricker of Westmoreland Sanctuary, New 

York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) Senior Forester George 

Profous, along with Brenden Murphy from the Watershed Agriculture Council, and Robert 

Doscher from the Westchester County Department of Planning.  We also reviewed the 

Village’s Comprehensive Plan, the Croton Plan, various water studies from the DEC and the 

New York City Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), the Village’s Annual 

Stormwater Reports and the Chazen report on the Byram Lake Reservoir Drinking Water.  

The review was rigorous and the findings were wonderful.  The Village has great natural 

resources all over town, along with Branch Brook running through the Village.  We found 

and noted that Leonard Park and Marsh Sanctuary are great habitats in and of themselves, 

but also part of seven thousand acres of untapped forest, which is so important for bio-

diversity.  The Kisco River wetlands is part of a two hundred and fifty (250) acre wetland 

and it has wonderful birds and other wildlife in there.  Kisco Mountain, we read some of the 

environmental impact statements that said maybe it wasn’t that valuable.  We found the 

opposite, wonderful habitats with sixty-six (66) acres of an intact forest and many large oak 

trees over three (3) feet in diameter.  Leonard Park, also to our pleasant surprise, has 



Village Board Meeting 1/8/2018         2. 

gigantic old growth trees.  Same with the Kisco River, we found those rare butternut trees 

there.  Another indication of good habitat are the birds there, so Leonard Park has all of 

these interior dwelling birds and Marsh Sanctuary has all of these field dwelling birds and 

shrub land birds that are becoming increasingly rare.  So there are a lot of natural resources 

to protect and enjoy.  The recommendations are the same as in the Comprehensive 

Development Plan.  We had a public meeting on February 20, 2017 to get public input and 

there were no surprises that people want more parks, more open space, and more trails and 

thanks to the Historical Society for the town wide trail system that is being completed.  

They also want more trees planted around town.  The Village’s Comprehensive Plan says the 

same thing, explore open space acquisitions and the creation of more parks, develop new 

walking and hiking trails, plant more street trees.  So those are the recommendations.  We 

have more detail throughout the plan and we’ll keep adding to it as citizens come forward.  

The NRI is a thoroughly done study with wonderful public participation and I hope you adopt 

it because it will be a good planning guide and a good tool for citizens.  Thank you.   

 Mr. James Gmelin, Conservation Advisory Council Member stated Jim covered 

basically everything that is going on here, but based on the law which authorizes the CAC to 

complete an open space inventory and the NRI is part of the open space inventory.  You 

appointed a subcommittee back on November 16, 2015 and you saw fit to make me the 

head of that, and that’s when I rounded up the experts.  Some people may feel that the NRI 

could create another level of bureaucracy and is going to delay things, but to the contrary 

this is going to be a building block.  The NRI is timely especially since the Village is in the 

process of undertaking an update to the Comprehensive Development Plan.  The NRI is 

efficient and it is not going to be static, we are going to continue to build on it over time.  

This is like a pre-op analysis for anyone wanting to come forward with a development 

proposal in our Village.  This is going to save a lot of time, it’s going to speed up the 

process, and make it more efficient.  I’m really happy that I was able to work with some 

really competent people to develop this NRI and I hope that we will have a happy conclusion 

to our efforts.  Thank you. 

 Ms. Melissa Bernstein, stated that she has been a resident of Mount Kisco since 2000 

and she loves it here.  In addition to all of the things that have been said already, the NRI is 

an excellent tool because it identifies resources that help us all better manage and maintain 

and improve our community.  We all know that intergrading the NRI into the Master 

Planning Process and the documents, routine infrastructure maintenance, development plan 

reviews, open space, and parks programs are critical to improving the vitality of Mount 

Kisco for years to come.  It’s evident how water cycles tie our hard infrastructure, like storm 

drains, streets, etc. to natural resources.  Protecting and improving these resources lessens 

the strain on our infrastructure and can reduce maintenance costs over the long term.  The 

NRI is a tool to help us improve our resiliency.  I strongly urge the Board to adopt the NRI 

and proactively implement the inventory’s recommendations as many are simple, straight- 

forward, and don’t require a significant budget.  I also encourage the members to 

incorporate the NRI into every level of decision making and planning.  I know it can be 

considered another level of bureaucracy, but if you take it at the base level when a 

developer is assessing a particular property and they look at all of the ramifications 

including the NRI, it makes it easier if you incorporate it all in the very beginning.  Thank 

you. 

 Mr. Harry McCartney, Town Historian stated that the NRI is foundational to the trail 

building efforts that have been ongoing for the last year and a half here.  Those trail 

building efforts are utilizing the open green space that permeates the Town from north to 

south, it’s an outdoor classroom, a historic outdoor classroom!  The NRI provides a key 

foundational block for the efforts that we’ve been doing.  We recently had three (3) and four 

(4) year olds on a hike with their mothers on the early settlement trails and they loved it!  

We also had the 3rd and 4th Graders from the Boys and Girls Club also on the trails.  We had 

twenty (20) kids walking through Leonard Park along the stream and we spotted a Great 

Egret that actually stayed there and continued fishing during our talk, the kids loved it.  So 

the whole idea here is the value of what the NRI in terms of the information it provides that 

enables this community to really make Mount Kisco come alive, naturally and historically, 

which we could never do if we didn’t have that access and that preservation.  When we had 

the public hearings on Kisco Mountain, you will recall that we cited the American Builders 

Association which has said that one of the biggest findings they have found based on their 

national organization is that people may buy and look for houses in a community that has 

green space, trails, and parks.  That is a key element along with walkability and Mount Kisco 

comes in at 70% walkable, and we are trying to do with the foundation of the NRI and our 

trail projects is get that up to 100%.  Thank you. 

 Mr. John Rhodes stated that everybody has pretty much covered all of the things 

that needed to be said.  One thing that I would like to add to all of the experts that we had 

working on this NRI, we had a couple of dozen volunteers also working on this and I thank 

them all for their efforts.  We could use more volunteers, so if there is anyone out there 

interested in the environment, please come forward as we could certainly use you.  The NRI 

isn’t just a technical or scientific document, it’s really a lot of fun and very educational.  I 

learned a lot during the process working on it.  Anybody can look at the document, it’s 

available on the Town’s website under the CAC’s page.  There are great maps of the town 

with a lot of details.  You may find out some things about your neighborhood that you never 

realized were there, so please take a look at it.  I’d like to thank Village Manager Edward 
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Brancati and Trustee Peter Grunthal for their help during the process of putting the 

document together. 

 There were no other comments from the public. 

 Deputy Mayor Farber stated that she thought it was a win-win for the Village. 

 Mayor Picinich stated that we will leave this public hearing open for written 

comments only for thirty (30) days and we will then bring it for a final vote on February 26, 

2018.  Clearly, the NRI is an incredibly useful inventory.  People put a lot of time and 

energy into creating this, living and breathing document and it will continue to be updated, 

thankfully by the volunteers that have taken this project on.  So we will be adopting it as 

part of the process.  We do have a joint meeting with the Planning Board coming up in two 

(2) weeks so this will be part of the discussion.  Because again, the implementation and use 

is what’s important and we don’t want to force this down on anyone, we want for people to 

come together and see the value of it.  This will obviously be a guiding document as we 

start moving into our Comprehensive Planning Process.  So if there is anyone else out there 

who has other comments, please feel free to forward those to our Village Manager Edward 

Brancati and we will certainly take them into consideration as we move toward a vote on 

adopting the legislation.  Please note that we also posted this on Facebook today, so if you 

wanted a link from there to the Village’s website, it provides links to both the NRI and the 

proposed legislation. 

 The following motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and seconded by Trustee 

Albanese to close this public hearing and to leave it open for thirty (30) days for written 

comments, all in favor. 

Motion Adopted 

   Mayor Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Farber  Aye 

   Trustee Albanese  Aye 

   Trustee Grunthal  Aye 

 

1. Communications:  

a. Letter regarding the St. Patrick’s Day Parade Request.  

 The following motion was offered by Deputy Mayor Farber and seconded by Trustee 

Albanese approving the Frank A. Fox Division 16 Ancient Order of Hibernians, Mount Kisco 

New York request to host the 28th Annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade on Saturday, March 10, 

2018 at 2:00pm, subject to the receipt of a certificate of insurance; all in favor. 

Motion Adopted 

   Mayor Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Farber  Aye 

   Trustee Albanese  Aye 

   Trustee Grunthal  Aye 

 

2. Petitions: None. 

 

3. Board, Committee and Commission Reports: None. 

 

4. Village Manager’s Reports:  

 a. Schedule for Mobile Shredder Events. 

 Village Manager Brancati announced the Westchester County Mobile Shredder will be 

here in the Village on two dates and at two (2) different locations.  The events will be held 

on Friday, March 28, 2018 from 10am to 1pm at the Fox Senior Center, 198 Carpenter 

Avenue, and the other event will be held on Saturday, July 14, 2018 from 10am to 1pm at 

Village Hall, 104 Main Street.  This is a great opportunity for residents to destroy unwanted 

personal papers and documents to avoid personal identity theft.  It’s limited to four (4) file 

boxes approximately 10” by 12” by 15” in size.  You should have all of the clips, bindings, 

and metal removed from all folders and files.  No bound or hardcover ledger books are 

allowed and the event is for residents only not businesses.   

 

 b. Christmas Tree Pick-Up Service 

Mount Kisco Village Manager Edward W. Brancati has announced that the Village will 

provide a special Christmas tree pick-up service beginning, Tuesday, January 9th through 

Wednesday, January 31st for local residents.  Residents are asked to place their Christmas 

trees at the curb in order to facilitate pick-up.  No other items will be picked up at 

curbside.  Christmas trees will not be collected or removed by Village sanitation crews 

conducting regular household refuse collections.  If you have any questions or need 

additional information please call the Highway Department at 914-666-8193 Monday - 

Friday - 7:00 AM - 3:30 PM. 

 

5. Board Reports: 

 Deputy Mayor Farber hoped that everyone enjoyed a wonderful holiday and New 

Year’s celebration, in the coldest few weeks that I can ever remember.  Our Village owes a 

huge thank you to Joe Luppino and our whole DPW crew who handled all of the snow 

removal operations and restored several water main breaks over the holidays in sub-frigid 
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conditions.  They are really our local heroes.  Guys thank you again so much.  So now that 

the holidays are over, organizations and councils are getting back to work.  The Mount Kisco 

Arts Council will be meeting this Thursday, January 11th to lay out all the programs that we 

will be offering for the upcoming year.  Stay tuned for programs about the Arts to be 

announced.  On another wonderful note, Wallace Pond in Leonard Park is now open and 

ready for ice skating.  Thank you to our Village personnel, the Parks Department, and a 

special shout out to Rich Alexander who helped clear snow from the ice with his quad and 

his plow.  If you don’t want to personally go out on the ice, you should check out the photos 

posted on the Village’s Facebook page.   

 

 Trustee Albanese welcomed everybody into the New Year.  I hope everybody enjoyed 

their time with friends and family.  It’s always a special time.  With the New Year we get to 

reset and start over.  It’s a time to reflect on the past, the present, and the future, but 

mostly it’s a time to be thankful.  My reason for being here is to make a difference in the 

lives of all who work and live here in Mount Kisco and to make it a better place for our 

families.  I believe that Mount Kisco is the best place to live, grow a business, buy a home, 

and just to be part of something great.  We have a lot of exciting things coming up and I’m 

proud to be doing it with the four people that are here on this board.  Together, we are 

going to make a big difference, especially as we work with all of the Village’s boards and 

committees and all of the wonderful people that are joining.  I hope that you’ll like our 

Facebook page.  It is a tool to help us to communicate and to share ideas.  It’s a place to let 

your voice be heard and to listen to others to see what they think, but mostly it’s to learn 

about our government and understand what we do and why we do certain things.  Most of 

all it’s your page and your page to share and to grow.  I’d also like to thank Joe Luppino and 

the Highway Department for doing such a great job this week working all night long clearing 

snow.  Again, Happy New Year to everybody. 

 

 Trustee Grunthal reported that we have been working for more than a year towards 

building a solar farm on our landfill by the Highway Department.  At the end of last week 

our Village Manager sent us a draft request for proposals for us to look at, so this is the 

beginning of a project that will be of enormous value to Mount Kisco and our planet.  So 

over the next few days we should get back to Village Manager Brancati regarding this RFP 

so we can see how many people are interested in building a solar farm on our landfill.  

 

 Mayor Picinich stated that she had a few items to note.  On the Facebook page she 

wanted to extend a thank you to Alex Smoller, Amy Ferguson, Grace Bueti Fedele and 

Meghan Finn, they are the face behind Facebook and they are the ones who are keeping 

things going.  So I appreciate their time and effort for stepping up to help us continue to 

make that happen.  In a very short period of time we have more than six hundred (600) 

followers and that’s all organic growth.  So we will keep using that as a vehicle for which we 

will share information.  It’s one of others that will be coming in the short term.  I also 

wanted to just note with reference to skating on Wallace Pond.  We will be posting and 

sharing both through Village email alerts and on Facebook when it is safe to ice skate on the 

pond.  We need to make sure that we have six (6) inches of ice for skating, so hopefully we 

will have skating again this weekend, if the ice holds out.  Lastly, for those of you who 

would like to join our Parking Task Force, please come forward.  We have had a few people 

sign up, but we still need more people.  We are looking to improve the user experience as it 

relates to parking.  So we are asking those of you who may not have had such a great 

experience to come share your thoughts and your ideas.  We want to make sure that we 

overcome the challenges related to parking, particularly in the downtown area. 

 

6. Old Business: 

a. Resolution adopting the proposed local law amending the Village/Town of 

Mount Kisco Zoning Map. 

 The following motion was offered by Trustee Grunthal and seconded by Deputy 

Mayor Farber to adopt the proposed local law and zoning tax map dated October 10, 2017: 

all in favor. 

Motion Adopted 

   Mayor Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Farber  Aye 

   Trustee Albanese  Aye 

   Trustee Grunthal  Aye 

 

 b. Sustainable Westchester Clean Transportation Project (Add on Agenda item) 

 Mayor Picinich stated that she had received an email from Ron Kamen, Project 

Director from Sustainable Westchester, regarding the passing of the Clean Transportation 

Project Intermunicipal Agreement (IMA).  The Village Board agreed that participating in this 

program would be of great benefit to the Village.  The Village Manager and Village Attorney 

will review the IMA and it will be placed on the next Village Board Agenda for adoption. 

 

7. New Business: 

a. Resolution authorizing the Village Manager to sign the ARC of Westchester 

Worksite Agreement. 
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 The following motion was offered by Deputy Mayor Farber and seconded by Trustee 

Albanese authorizing the Village Manager to sign the ARC of Westchester Worksite 

Agreement; all in favor. 

 

Motion Adopted 

   Mayor Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Farber  Aye 

   Trustee Albanese  Aye 

   Trustee Grunthal  Aye 

 

b. Resolution to establish the eligibility and credentials to vote at the 2018 

Association of Towns Business Session. 

 The following motion was offered by Trustee Grunthal and seconded by Deputy 

Mayor Farber designating Village Manager Edward W. Brancati to be the voting delegate for 

the Village/Town of Mount Kisco at the Associations of Towns Business Session in February, 

2018; all in favor. 

Motion Adopted 

   Mayor Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Farber  Aye 

   Trustee Albanese  Aye 

   Trustee Grunthal  Aye 

 

c. Various Board, Committee and Commission vacancy appointments. 

 The following motion was offered by Trustee Grunthal and seconded by Trustee 

Albanese appointing M. Patricia Lee to the Byram Lake Committee for a three (3) year term; 

all in favor. 

Motion Adopted 

   Mayor Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Farber  Aye 

   Trustee Albanese  Aye 

   Trustee Grunthal  Aye 

 

 The following motion was offered by Trustee Grunthal and seconded by Deputy 

Mayor Farber appointing David Gorin to the Economic Development Council for a three (3) 

year term; all in favor. 

Motion Adopted 

   Mayor Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Farber  Aye 

   Trustee Albanese  Aye 

   Trustee Grunthal  Aye 

 

 The following motion was offered by Deputy Mayor Farber and seconded by Trustee 

Albanese appointing Crystal Pickard to the Planning Board as an Alternate member for a 

three (3) year term; all in favor. 

Motion Adopted 

   Mayor Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Farber  Aye 

   Trustee Albanese  Aye 

   Trustee Grunthal  Aye 

 

 The following motion was offered by Trustee Albanese and seconded by Trustee 

Grunthal appointing John Hochstein as a full member of the Mount Kisco Planning Board, 

term to expire on December 3, 2018; all in favor. 

Motion Adopted 

   Mayor Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Farber  Aye 

   Trustee Albanese  Aye 

   Trustee Grunthal  Aye 

 

 The following motion was offered by Trustee Albanese and seconded by Deputy 

Mayor Farber appointing Galo Trujillo to the Recreation Commission for a seven (7) year 

term; all in favor. 

Motion Adopted 

   Mayor Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Farber  Aye 

   Trustee Albanese  Aye 

   Trustee Grunthal  Aye 

 

 The following motion was offered by Deputy Mayor Farber and seconded by Trustee 

Grunthal appointing Anthony Markus to the Finance Committee (Ad Hoc Committee – no 

term limit); all in favor. 

Motion Adopted 

   Mayor Picinich   Aye 
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   Deputy Mayor Farber  Aye 

   Trustee Albanese  Aye 

   Trustee Grunthal  Aye 

 

 The following motion was offered by Trustee Albanese and seconded by Trustee 

Grunthal appointing Timothy Mohr to the Finance Committee (Ad Hoc Committee – no term 

limit); all in favor. 

Motion Adopted 

   Mayor Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Farber  Aye 

   Trustee Albanese  Aye 

   Trustee Grunthal  Aye 

 

 The following motion was offered by Deputy Mayor Farber and seconded by Trustee 

Grunthal appointing Edward Witz to the Finance Committee (Ad Hoc Committee – no term 

limit); all in favor. 

Motion Adopted 

   Mayor Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Farber  Aye 

   Trustee Albanese  Aye 

   Trustee Grunthal  Aye 

 

The following motion was offered by Trustee Albanese and seconded by Deputy 

Mayor Farber appointing Nancy Coyne to the Zoning Board of Appeals to fill the vacant 

opening with a term expiration of December 5, 2021; all in favor. 

Motion Adopted 

   Mayor Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Farber  Aye 

   Trustee Albanese  Aye 

   Trustee Grunthal  Aye 

 

The following motion was offered by Trustee Albanese and seconded by Trustee 

Grunthal appointing J. C. Barone to the Leonard Park Committee for a five (5) year term; all 

in favor. 

Motion Adopted 

   Mayor Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Farber  Aye 

   Trustee Albanese  Aye 

   Trustee Grunthal  Aye 

 

 The following motion was offered by Deputy Mayor Farber and seconded by Trustee 

Albanese appointing Maury Rosen to the Board of Assessment Review for a five (5) year 

term; all in favor. 

Motion Adopted 

   Mayor Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Farber  Aye 

   Trustee Albanese  Aye 

   Trustee Grunthal  Aye 

 

8. Bills: 

The following motion was offered by Deputy Mayor Farber and seconded by Trustee 

Albanese to pay the bills as presented to the Board dated January 4, 2018 for the months of 

November & December 2017; all in favor. 

General Fund     $109,149.22 

Water Fund     $  28,392.48 

  Sewer Fund     $    4,411.96 

  Library Fund     $    4,546.44 

  Capital Fund     $264,591.39 

Trust Fund     $   5,748.50 

    TOTAL   $416,839.99 

Motion Adopted 

   Mayor Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Farber  Aye 

   Trustee Albanese  Aye 

   Trustee Grunthal  Aye 

 

9. Minutes:  None. 

 

10. Non-Local Business:  None. 

 

11. Public Comment: None. 
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There being no further business to come before the Board, a motion to close the 

Regular Village Board meeting was made by Mayor Picinich and seconded by Trustee 

Grunthal, all in favor. 

Motion Adopted 

   Mayor Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Farber  Aye 

   Trustee Albanese  Aye 

   Trustee Grunthal  Aye 

 

 

8:15 pm 

 

 

 

_________________________ 

       Edward W. Brancati 

       Village Manager 


